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COMMISSIONER’ S CORNER
I n my  A p r i l  N e w s l e t t e r , I d i s c u s s e d  t h e  J u n e  12
MEE T I NG  TO BE HELD ON THE COLBY COLLEGE CAMPUS UNDER  
THE A U SP I C ES  OF THE NORTHEASTERN RESOURCE C O M M I T T E E ,
T h i s  i s  a n  i m p o r t a n t  m e e t i n g  a n d  s p o r t s m e n  t h r o u g h o u t  
t h e  S t a t e  s h o u l d  b e  u r g e d  t o  a t t e n d .
T h e r e  i s  s u f f i c i e n t  d e t a i l  i n  t h e  A p r i l  N e w s ­
l e t t e r  t o  e n a b l e  y o u  t o  i n f o r m  c l u b s  a n d  i n t e r e s t e d  
p e r s o n s  i n  y o u r  a r e a  a s  t o  t h e  r e a s o n s  f o r  t h e  m e e t i n g  
a n d  t h e  s u b j e c t  m a t t e r  t o  b e  d i s c u s s e d *
T h e r e  w i l l  b e  t w o  s e s s i o n s  a t  Co l b y  o n  J u n e  1 2 .
I n t h e  m o r n i n g  e v e r y o n e  i n  a t t e n d a n c e  w i l l  b e  b r i e f e d
ON PLANS FOR D E V E LO P I N G  THE S T A T E ’ S NATURAL  RESOURCES,  
I N C L U D I N G  A PROGRESS REPORT ON NENYIAC. IN THE A F T E R ­
NOON THREE SEPARATE  HEAR I NGS  W I L L  BE HELD ON THE F O L ­
LOWING s u b j e c t s : " T h e  Co m p e t i t i o n  f o r  L a n d  a n d  I t s  
P r o d u c t s , "  " T h e  Co m p e t i t i o n  f o r  Wa t e r  a n d  Wa t e r w a y s , ”  
a n d  " T h e  U t i l i z a t i o n  o f  Co a s t a l  R e s o u r c e s . "
S p o r t s m e n  w i l l  b e  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  
p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  t h e  s e s s i o n s  o n  w a t e r  a n d  w a t e r w a y s , 
a n d  o n  l a n d  u t i l i z a t i o n . T h e  J u n e  12  s e s s i o n  a f f o r d s  
Ma i n e  p e o p l e  a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  m a k e  t h e i r  f e e l i n g s
KNOWN ON SUCH S UBJE CTS  AS THE PROPOSED R A N K I N  R A P I D S
Da m  on  t h e  S t .  J o h n , a m o n g  o t h e r s . .
As I HAVE STRESSED A NUMBER OF T I M E S  B EFORE ,  T H I S
D e p a r t m e n t  i s  a n x i o u s  t o  o b t a i n  s u p p o r t  f o r  a n  a l t e r ­
n a t e  p l a n  f o r  d e v e l o p i n g  t h e  S t .  J o h n  R i v e r  —  a p l a n
WHICH WOULD RESULT IN R E L A T I V E L Y  L I T T L E  DAMAGE TO THE  
f a m o u s  A l l a g a s h  f i s h e r y . S o w h e n e v e r  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  
a f f o r d s , m a k e  i t  a p o i n t  t o  e x p l a i n  t h e  n e e d  f o r  s t r o n g  
s p o r t s m a n  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  a t  t h e  J u n e  12  m e e t i n g  a t  
Co l b y .  R e g i s t r a t i o n  i s  f r o m  8 : 3 0  t o  1 0 : 0 0  a . m * a n d  a 
n o o n  l u n c h  w i l l  b e  a v a i l a b l e .
r>
HERE AND THERE* . . . . .
T h e  s e c o n d  m a i l i n g  o f  t h e  a n n u a l  Ga m e  K i l l  Qu e s t i o n ­
n a i r e  IV AS SENT OUT APRIL .  2 5 .  R E P L I E S  ARE ALREADY COMING I N ,
T h e  Ga m e  D i v i s i o n  o r i g i n a l l y  s e n t  o u t  c a r d s  t o  11,208  h u n t e r s , 
ASK IN G THEM TO REPORT RESULTS OF THE 1 9 5 7  HUNT ING SEASON „ O'JT 
OF T H I S  NUMBER BETWEEN 3 ? 0 0  AND 3 8 0 0  WERE RETURNED« IN ANOTHER  
TWO WEEKS A T H I R D  REQUEST W I L L  BE SENT OUT .  SHOULD ANY F I E L D  
PERSONNEL TA LK  TO A HUNTER WHO HAS R E C E I V E D  ONE OF THESE CARDS  
AND NOT RETURNED I T ,  G I V E  H IM A S L I G H T  NUDGE.
•s;- * * * #
THE INFORMATION AND EDUCATION D IV IS IO N  HAS ADDED ANOTHER 
FILM  TO ITS LIBRARY INCREASING THE TOTAL OF FILMS AVAILABLE  
TO THE PUBLIC TO 52. THE NEW SOUND AND COLOR MOVIE, "OUR 
MAGIC LAN D ," DESCRIBES THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN SO IL AND THE 
OTHER RESOURCES OF FORESTS, W ILDL IFE  AND WATER. THE P R IN C I­
PLES OF GOOD RESOURCE MANAGEMENT ARE CLEVERLY WOVEN INTO A 
STORY OF CONSERVATION AS TOLD IN MAGICIAN STYLE TO A GROUP 
OF YOUNG PEOPLE. THE F ILM  IS EXCELLENT FOR SCHOOL CHILDREN 
ABOVE GRADE 3 AND EQUALLY ENTERTAINING TO ADULTS.
% #  -5J- *  4'r
S u p t . o f  Ha t c h e r i e s  Ge r r y  Wa d e  h a s  h a d  a h e a v y  s c h e d u l e  
o f  s p e a k i n g  e n g a g e m e n t s  b e f o r e  f i s h  a n d  g a m e  a s s o c i a t i o n s  a n d
OTHER S PO RT SM AN 'S  AND S E R V I C E  C L U B S .  HE USUAL LY  SPEAKS ON 
THE CONSERVAT ION  PROGRAM AS C AR R IE D  OUT BY THE DEPARTMENT  
THEN ANSWERS QU E ST IO N S  ON THE HATCHERY D I V I S I O N ' S  P O L I C I E S .
S u p t .  Wa d e  i s  h a p p y  t o  r e p o r t  t h a t  t h e  b a k e d  b e a n  c i r c u i t  i s
F I N A L L Y  G I V I N G  AWAY TO F R I E D  C H I C K E N .
■3'r ■}«■ •};- o':-
LEIGH PERRY HAS STARTED THE F ISH  RIVER CHAIN OF LAKES CREEL 
CHECK. PERRY, A TEMPORARY WARDEN DURING THE FALL HUNTING SEA­
SON, HAS DONE THE CENSUS ING IN PAST YEARS. HE W ILL CHECK BOTH 
SALMON AND TROUT IN CONJUNCTION WITH THE F ISH  RIVER SALMON 
STUDY BEING CONDUCTED BY FISHERY BIOLOGIST KENDALL WARNER.
■K- K #  % -i'c
T h e  I a n d  E D i v i s i o n  h a s  i s s u e d  a p l e a  t o  f i e l d  p e r s o n n e l  
to b e  on  the l o o k o u t  f o r  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  f o r  g o o d  w i l d l i f e  
p i c t u r e s .  K e n  G r a y  i s  c u r r e n t l y  w o r k i n g  o n  a n e w  s o u n d  a n d
COLOR F I L M  ON M A I N E  W I L D L I F E  AND W I L L  NEED FOOTAGE ON M A I N E  
A N ! M A L 3 a THE D I V I S I O N  ALSO WELCOMES SUGGEST IONS  FROM PERSONS  
IN THE F I E L D  FOR NEWS S T O R I E S  ABOUT T H E I R  OWN PROJECT OR 
PROGRAM.  I T  HAS BEEN P O S S I B L E  W I TH  THE COOPERAT ION  OF OTHER  
D I V I S I O N S  FOR I & E TO B U I L D  UP A F I L E  OF N E G A T I V E S  AND P R IN T S  
COVERING A LL  PHASES OF DEPARTMENT O P E R A T I O N .  THESE PHOTOS ARE  
A V A I L A B L E  FOR GENERAL USE TO F | S H  AND GAME PERSONNEL .
LAKES RECLAIMED LAST FALL ARE BEING STOCKED WITH F ISH  
TH IS  SPRING. THE BIOLOGISTS TEST THE WATER TO MAKE CERTAIN  
NONE OF THE CHEMICALS REMAIN BEFORE THE F ISH  ARE STOCKED.
ONE POND, TOOTHAKER POND IN P H IL L IP S , RECLAIMED A YEAR AGO 
HAS PRODUCED FISH  UP TO NINE INCHES IN LENGTH AND WEIGHING 
UP TO ONE POUND.
#  *  #  *  #
Ma n y  p e o p l e  h a v e  b e e n  c o n f u s e d  b y  t h e  v a r i o u s  s t o r i e s
WHICH HAVE APPEARED R E L A T I V E  TO THE NUMBER OF CANADA GEESE
i n  M e r r y m e e t i n g  B a y  t h i s  s p r i n g .  Wh i l e  t h e  G a m e  D i v i s i o n
DOES NOT HAVE ACCURATE COUNTS OF THE NUMBER OF GEESE T H I S  
S P R I N G ,  I T  WOULD APPEAR THAT THE M I G R A T I O N  PATTERN HAS BEEN 
D I F F E R E N T  FROM THAT OF PREV IOUS  YEARS .
S t e v e  Po w e l l  p o i n t s  o u t  t h a t  e a r l y  f l i g h t s  o f  g e e s e  i n t o
THE B a y  WERE VERY D I S C O U R A G I N G ,  BUT THAT TOWARD THE END OF 
THE M I G R A T I O N  PER I OD  THERE HAVE BEEN S U B S T A N T I A L  NUMBERS OF
b i r d s . Du r i n g  the  w e e k e n d  o f  A p r i l  12  a n d  1 3 ,  B i l l  S n o w  o f  
the  F i s h  & W i l d l i f e  S e r v i c e  f l e w  o v e r  m o s t  o f  t h e  B a y  a n d  
O B T A I N E D  a COUNT OF ROUGHLY 1 5 , 0 0 0  B I R D S .  A LOT  OF THESE  
B I R D S  MOVED ON NORTHWARD RATHER Q U I C K L Y  SO THAT BY THE END 
OF THE FOLLOWING WEEK THE NUMBER WAS DOWN A P P R E C I A B L Y .  ONCE
a g a i n , S t e v e  Po w e l l  t e l l s  u s  t h a t  t h e r e  w e r e  n e w  f l i g h t s
DUR ING THE FOLLOWING WEEK,  THE WEEK OF A P R I L  2 1 .
J a n u a r y  w a t e r f o w l  i n v e n t o r y  f i g u r e s  t a k e n  u p  a n d  d o w n  
the  A t l a n t i c  c o a s t  h a v e  s h o w n  o n l y  a s l i g h t  d r o p  i n  t h e  t o a l
NUMBER OF GEESE IN THE A T L A N T I C  FLYWAY .  OF COURSE,  THERE ARE  
A LOT OF GEESE IN  THE FLYWAY WHICH DO NOT COME NORTHWARD
t h r o u g h  Me r r y m e e t i n g  B a y . I t  i s  t h e r e f o r e  v e r y  d i f f i c u l t  t o
ASSESS THE MEANING OF ANNUAL F L U C T U A T I O N S  OF B I R D S  SEEN AT 
ONE P O I N T  IN  T H E I R  NORTHWARD M I G R A T I O N  ROUTE .
THE BRANCH LAKE SMELT STUDY IS UNDER WAY DURING THE 
SPRING SPAWNING RUN. TH IS  WORK IS BEING CARRIED ON BY 
ROBERT RUPP, REGIONAL FISHERY B IOLOGIST FOR HANCOCK COUNTY.
*  *  *  #
T h e  S t a t e  a u d i t o r s  a r e  m a k i n g  t h e i r  a n n u a l  v i s i t  t o  t h e  
D e p a r t m e n t  o f f i c e  c h e c k i n g  y e a r l y  e x p e n s e  d a t a . T wo m e n  h a v e  
s p e n t  t w o  w e e k s  i n  A p r i l  a n d  w i l l  p r o b a b l y  r e m a i n  i n  t h e  
o f f i c e  d u r i n g  t h e  m o n t h  o f  Ma y  g o i n g  o v e r  t h e  a c c o u n t i n g  s y s t e m . 
I n t h e i r  a n n u a l  r e p o r t  t h e s e  m e n  s u g g e s t  w a y s  o f  i m p r o v i n g  t h e  
m e t h o d  o f  b o o k k e e p i n g .
NUMEROUS REQUESTS FOR INFORMATION ON ICE OUT AMD FISH ING  
CONDITIONS THROUGHOUT THE STATE HAVE KEPT THE I & E D IV IS IO N  
BUSY SINCE THE OPENING OF THE OPEN WATER F ISH ING  SEASON. A 
DAY-BY-DAY ACCOUNT OF LAKES FREE OF ICE WAS MAINTAINED FOR 
THE CONVENIENCE OF NEWSPAPERS AND RADIO AND TELEVIS ION  
STATIONS* REQUESTS WERE RECEIVED FROM NEWS MEDIA THROUGHOUT 
THE EASTERN PART OF THE UNITED STATES.
F IELD  PERSONNEL CAN HELP THE I & E D IV IS IO N  GIVE A 
COMPLETE PICTURE OF THE MAINE F ISH ING  SCENE BY SENDING IN 
FISH ING  INFORMATION ON THEIR PARTICULAR AREA. THERE IS A 
BIG DEMAND FOR UNUSUAL HAPPEN INGS— ANY BIG  F ISH  CAUGHT OR 
LARGE CATCHES REPORTED AS WELL AS GOOD F ISH ING  WATERS.
•ft ft ft ft ft
NEW PERSONNEL
Mr s . Martha  Hughes has j o i n e d  the Department  as a
CLERK STENOGRAPHER IN THE GAME D IV IS ION .  SHE BEGAN
work March 2 6 .
Mr s . Hughes and her husband Cl i f t o n  l i v e d  i n  several
PLACES BEFORE MOVING TO AUGUSTA. SHE LIVED ORIGINALLY
i n Be l f a s t . For the past  few years  she has g i v e n
PIANO LESSIONS IN THIS CITY.
The Hughes have three  c h i l d r e n , aged 18,  10  and 8 y e a r s .
f t  f t  f t  ■ }<•
THE SPRING CREEL CHECK ON THOMPSON LAKE WAS STARTED AS 
SOON AS THE LAKE OPENED. DWAINE MURPHY, CENSUS CLERK, IS  
CHECKING TOGUE AND SALMON TAKEN FROM THE LAKE BY ANGLERS. THE 
PROJECT IS UNDER THE SUPERVISION OF STUART DEROCHE, REGIONAL 
FISHERY BIOLOGIST FOR THE SEBAGO LAKES AREA.
#  f t  f t  f t  *
I ncluded in t h i s  month ' s Bu l l e t i n  i s  a s eparate  d e s c r i p t i o n  
of the Spr i ng  woodcock count t e c h n i q u e . These counts are mow 
underway . I t w i l l  be i n t e r e s t i n g  to see i f  there  i s  any APPREC­
IABLE loss of b i r d s  over l a s t  y e a r . The extremely  cold weather  
in  the southern coastal  s ta te s  duri ng  the past w i nt er  appears
TO HAVE BEEN FAR ENOUGH EASTWARD SO THAT THE MAJOR WINTERING 
GROUNDS OF THE WOODCOCK IN LOUISIANA ESCAPED SERIOUS FREEZING,
I n COUNTS ON THREE LINES NEAR READFIELD, DeGa RMO FOUND HIGH 
COUNTS OF 41 BIRDS ON THREE ROUTES. THIS COMPARED WITH 37 
BIRDS ON THESE SAME ROUTES LAST YEAR, THESE ROUTES, OF COURSE, 
REPRESENT A VERY SMALL SEGMENT OF THE TOTAL AMOUNT OF THE WORK 
WHICH REMAINS TO BE DONE IN MAINE.
■?{• *-
FISHERY RESEARCH AND MANAGEMENT
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Dur i ng  1957 f i shwa ys  were b u i l t  i nto  Mi d d l e , 
Up p e r , and Rangeley  Dams i n the  Rangeley  c h a i n . 5 
These f i shwa ys  p e rm it  upstream  m i g r a t i o n  from 
Ra p i d  R i v e r , the  outlet  of the R i chardson  La k e s ,
TO THE HEADWATERS OF RANGELEY LAKE FOR THE FIRST 
TIME SINCE THE CONSTRUCTION OF THE THREE LARGE
DAMS.
The BIOLOGICAL REASONS FOR INSTALLING THESE 
FISHWAYS ARE NOT COMPLICATED. EACH YEAR SALMON 
AND BROOK TROUT DROP DOWN OVER THE DAMS IN SEARCH 
OF SPAWNING AREAS BELOW. RESEARCH HAS SHOWN THAT 
A LARGE PERCENTAGE OF THESE FISH WILL RETURN TO THE 
LAKE FROM WHICH THEY CAME-- IF THERE IS A WAY TO 
MOVE BACK UP OVER THE DAM AT THE OUTLET. THE
Rangeley  f i shwa ys  now p r ov i d e  that  passage  upstream
AND FISH PREVIOUSLY LOST TO THE LAKE ABOVE MAY NOW 
RETURN AFTER SPAWNING. EQUALLY AS IMPORTANT, THE 
YOUNG SALMON AND TROUT PRODUCED BY THESE SPAWNING 
FISH MAY REACH THE LAKES ABOVE TO GROW AND LIVE  
OUT THEIR ADULT LIVES.
TO CHECK THE NUMBER OF FISH USING THE FISHWAYS, 
TRAPS WERE INSTALLED IN THE MIDDLE AND RANGELEY DAM 
FISHWAYS AS SOON AS THEY WERE COMPLETED. THE UPPER
Dam f i shwa y  w i l l  not be o p e r a t i v e  u n t i l  i c e  out of
1 9 5 8 .
Both f i shwa ys  now o p e r a t i n g  have passed f i s h  
s u c c e s s f u l l y . Seventeen  salmon (7»5 i nches  to 
3-2 pounds ) and 3 5  brook trout ( 5 , 2  -  1 7 . 5  i n c h e s )
WERE TAKEN AT MIDDLE DAM BETWEEN AUGUST 29 AND
November 2 6 . S i x t y - one salmon ( 1 2 . 6  -  6^  pounds ) 
AND 24 BROOK TROUT ( 7 * 8  -  13*7 INCHES) HAVE BEEN 
TAKEN AT RANGELEY Dam SINCE NOVEMBER 8 . ALL FISH 
ARE BEING TAGGED OR FIN-CLIPPED FOR LATER IDENTI ­
FICATION AND RELEASED ABOVE THE DAMS.
The f i shwa ys  have not as yet  been o p e r a t i v e
THROUGH THE SPRING PERIOD OF ACTIVE FISH MIGRATION 
OR THROUGH A COMPLETE SPAWNING SEASON. A TRUE 
ESTIMATE OF THEIR IMPORTANCE TO THE RANGELEY LAKES 
CANNOT BE MADE UNTIL THE FISHWAY TRAPS HAVE BEEN 
OPERATED FOR SEVERAL YEARS AND ADDITIONAL DATA IS 
AVA|LABLE.
NEWS FROM THE GAME D IV IS IO N
A n n u a l  Wo o d c o c k  C o u n t - b y  H e n r y  S .  C a r s o n
M e m b e r s  o f  t h e  G a m e  D i v i s i o n  a r e  c o n d u c t i n g  t h e  w o o d c o c k
S I N G I N G  G R O U N D  C E N S U S  T H I S  S P R I N G  A S  T H E Y  H A V E  I N  P A S T  Y E A R S ,
The p u r p o s e  o f  t h e  c e n s u s  i s  t o  d e t e r m i n e  a n  i n d e x ’’ o f  w o o d ­
c o c k  A B U N D A N C E  D U R I N G  T H E  S P R I N G  B R E E D I N G  S E A S O N  I N  M A I N E ,  Th I S  
I N F O R M A T I O N ,  P L U S  S I M I L A R  I N F O R M A T I O N  F R O M  O T H E R  S T A T E S ,  I S  S E N T
t o  t h e  U 9 S .  F i s h  a n d  W i l d l i f e  S e r v i c e  f o r  s t u d y  a n d  c o n s i d e r ­
a t i o n  i n  r e g u l a t i n g  w o o d c o c k  s e a s o n s  a n d  b a g  l i m i t s .
B i o l o g i s t s  m a k e  u s e  o f  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  m a l e  w o o d c o c k  c a n  b e  
h e a r d  c a l l i n g  ( p e e n t i n g ) o r  f l y i n g  ( f l i g h t  s o n g ) w h i l e  t r y i n g
TO A T T R A C T  F E M A L E  W O O D C O C K  D U R I N G  T H E  B R E E D I N G  S E A S O N .  A  
C E N S U S  T E C H N I Q U E  H A S  B E E N  D E S I G N E D  T O  C O U N T  T H E S E  N O I S Y  M A L E S .
C e n s u s i n g  i s  d o n e  b y  u s e  o f  a  c a r  a l o n g  a  s e c t i o n  o f
R O A D ,  U S U A L L Y  F I V E  O R  S I X  M I L E S  L O N G , L O C A T E D  I N  G O O D  W O O D ­
C O C K  h a b i t a t .  T h e  c e n s u s  r o u t e  h a s  d e f i n i t e  s t o p p i n g  p o i n t s  
e s t a b l i s h e d ,  u s u a l l y  e i g h t  o r  n i n e  s t o p s  p e r  r o u t e ,  a t  w h i c h  
t h e  p e r s o n  c o n d u c t i n g  t h e  c e n s u s  w i l l  s t o p  a n d  l i s t e n  f o r  a
P E R I O D  O F  TWO M I N U T E S ,  T H E N  C O N T I N U E  TO  T H E  N E X T  S T O P .  T H E  
S A M E  S T O P S  A R E  U S E D  F O R  L I S T E N I N G  E A C H  Y E A R ,
T h e  n u m b e r  o f  m a l e  w o o d c o c k  h e a r d  a t  e a c h  s t o p  i s  r e c o r ­
d e d ,  E a c h  r o u t e  i s  c e n s u s e d  f r o m  o n e  t o  t h r e e  t i m e s  a n d
C E N S U S I N G  T A K E S  P L A C E  B E T W E E N  M I D - A P R I L  A N D  M I D - M a Y ,  D E P E N ­
D I N G  U P O N  S E A S O N  A N D  L O C A L I T Y ,  T H E  P R O P E R  T I M E  T O  C O N D U C T  
T H E  C E N S U S  I S  D E S C R I B E D  A S  T H A T  P E R I O D  O F  T I M E  B E T W E E N  
M I G R A T I O N  A N D  T H E  P E A K  O F  H A T C H I N G .
Wo o d c o c k  c e n s u s e s  s h o u l d  n o t  b e  c o n d u c t e d  t w o  d a y s  b e ­
f o r e  A F U L L  M O O N ,  ON T H E  F U L L  MOON  OR O N E  D A Y  A F T E R  D U E  TO  
E R R A T I C  B E H A V I O R  O F  T H E  M A L E  W O O D C O C K ;  N O R  S H O U L D  T H E Y  B E  
C O N D U C T E D  D U R I N G  F R E E Z I N G  W E A T H E R ,  H E A V Y  R A I N S  O R  S N O W S T O R M S  
B E C A U S E  T H E  M A L E  W O O D C O C K  I S  I N A C T I V E  U N D E R  T H E S E  C O N D I T I O N S ,
D u r i n g  w i n d y  w e a t h e r  i t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  f o r  t h e  o b s e r v e r  t o  h e a r
W O O D C O C K  A M D  C E N S U S I N G  S H O U L D N ’ T  B E  D O N E .
Wa r m ,  q u i e t  e v e n i n g s  a r e  d e s i r a b l e  f o r  h i g h  c o u n t s .
T h e  c e n s u s  t i m e  i t s e l f  i s  l i m i t e d  t o  a  h a l f  h o u r ,  s t a r t i n g
1 0  T O  3 0  M I N U T E S  A F T E R  S U N S E T ,  D E P E N D I N G  ON L I G H T  I N T E N S I T Y ,
A N D  C O N T I N U E S  U N T I L  D A R K .  S O N G  B I R D S  H A V E  N E A R L Y  E N D E D  T H E I R  
C H I R P I N G  F O R  T H E  D A Y  W H E N  I T  I S  T I M E  TO  S T A R T  T H E  W O O D C O C K  
C E N S U S ,
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A PECULIARITY OF THE WOODCOCK GROUND CALL AND FLIGHT 
SONG IS THAT MANY PEOPLE’ S EARS ARE UNABLE TO PICK UP THE 
SOUNDS. W HEN THIS HAPPENS TO A BIOLOGIST HE OFTEN TAKES HIS 
WIFE OUT TO LISTEN FOR HIM. SO IF YOU SEE A BIOLOGIST OUT AT 
DUSK WITH A FEMALE COMPANION, TAKE CARE IN ACCUSING HIM OF 
EXTRACURRICULA ACTIVITY.
An INDEX OF WOODCOCK ABUNDANCE IS DETERMINED FROM 
COMPARABLE LINES, SO CALLED, AND IS RECORDED AS THE AVERAGE 
NUMBER OF MALES PER STOP. DATA FROM THE PREVIOUS YEAR IS 
UTILIZED TO ENABLE THIS COMPARISON. AFTER COMPLETION, REPORTS 
ARE SUBMITTED TO THE BUREAU OF SPORT FISHERIES AND WILDLIFE  
i n Boston . From there  they e v e n t u a l l y  reach Wa s h i ngt on  and
ARE USED IN DETERMING THE LENGTH OF OPEN SEASON FOR 
C,T l MBERDOODLES • 41
SIGNS OF SPRING IN THE GAME D IV IS IO N
DUCK BREEDING PAIRS AND BROOD COUNTS
TH IS  WORK DURING THE CURRENT SEASON IS BEING 
CONCENTRATED ON COUNTS WHICH W ILL BE NEEDED IN AN 
EVALUATION OF THE ROLE OF SMALL MAN-MADE MARSHES, 
TOGETHER WITH EFFORTS TO OBTAIN INFORMATION ON OUR 
VARIOUS STATE-OWNED MANAGEMENT AREAS. SK IP  SPENCER 
W ILL WRITE UP A MORE COMPLETE DESCRIPTION OF TH IS  
WORK IN A COMING BULLET IN .
IN THE MEANTIME, GAME BIOLOGISTS HAVE ALREADY STARTED 
THE F IRST PHASE OF TH IS  STUDY, WHICH REPRESENTS AN 
EFFORT TO DETERMINE THE NUMBER OF BREEDING PAIRS OF 
WATERFOWL WHICH W ILL EVENTUALLY SETTLE DOWN AND NEST 
ON THE VARIOUS MARSHES. GENERAL OBSERVATIONS TH IS  
SPRING HAVE LED GAME O FF IC IALS  TO BELIEVE THAT THERE 
IS A VERY GOOD BREEDING POPULATION OF DUCKS AT TH IS  
T IM E . IT  W ILL REMAIN TO BE SEEN, OF COURSE, HOW 
SUCCESSFUL THE BREEDING AND REARING SEASONS W ILL BE.
LOG ROAD SEEDING
Plans  are pretty  well completed  for doing  a s u b s t a n t i a l
AMOUNT OF LOG ROAD SEEDING THIS SPRING. I n FACT, WORK IS 
UNDERWAY THIS WEEK (MAY 1) ON THE PENOBSCOT EXPERIMENTAL 
Forest  where 1 3 |- m i l e s  of log roads w i l l  be l i m e d  and seeded  
to La d i n o  c lo v e r . Following  co mp le t io n  of t h i s  o p e r a t i o n ,
THE LIMING CREW WILL MOVE TO HANK CARSON’ S REGION WHERE THE 
OPERATION WILL GET INTO HIGH GEAR. APPROXIMATELY 36 MILES OF 
LOG ROADS WILL BE SEEDED IN HANK’ S REGION THIS SPRING, IT IS 
ANTICIPATED THAT THIS SEEDING WILL MAKE AVAILABLE GREAT AMOUNTS 
OF SPRING, SUMMER, AND FALL FOOD FOR GROUSE, DEER AND RABBITS.
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MARSH SURVEYS
FOR MORE THAN A YEAR, NATE D ICKINSON, REGIONAL BIOLOGIST  
IN YORK AND CUMBERLAND COUNTIES, HAS BEEN SINGING THE 
BLUES OVER H IS D IFF IC U LTY  IN F IND ING GOOD S ITES FOR 
SMALL MARSHES. TH IS  SPRING, HOWEVER, HE H IT  THE JACK­
POT WHEN HE TOOK A CAREFUL LOOK AT THE EXTREME SOUTHERN 
END OF YORK COUNTY. THERE, HE FOUND QUITE A NUMBER OF 
MARSH S ITES AND VERY QUICKLY LINED UP FOUR OF THEM FOR 
SURVEY. THESE F IELD  SURVEYS HAVE BEEN COMPLETED AND 
DESIGNS ARE IN PROGRESS.
Deer Yard Management
R e s u l t s  o f  t h e  r e c e n t  s c h o o l  f o r  t h e  G a m e  D i v i s i o n  h a v e
B E E N  E X T R E M E L Y  E N C O U R A G I N G .  M Y R O N  S M A R T ,  D A N  A l K E N ,  A N D  J A C K  
G i l l  h a v e  b e e n  b u s y  w o r k i n g  o n  l a n d s  o f  t h e  P e n o b s c o t  
D e v e l o p m e n t  C o m p a n y  a n d  t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  P a p e r  C o m p a n y  i n
T H E  T O W N S  O F  W l L L I M A N T I C  A N D  M A T T A W A M K E A G , A C T U A L L Y  W O R K I N G  
W I T H  T I M B E R  M A R K I N G  C R E W S  A N D  F O R E S T E R S  M A K I N G  P L A N S  F O R  
A D J U S T I N G  T H E  T I M B E R  C U T S  I N  A N D  A R O U N D  D E E R  Y A R D S  I N  T H E S E  
A R E A S  S O  T H A T  T H E  N E C E S S A R Y  W I N T E R  S H E L T E R  W I L L  R E M A I N .
O n e  e x a m p l e  o f  t h e  e x c e l l e n t  c o o p e r a t i o n  w h i c h  i s  b e i n g
O B T A I N E D  C O N C E R N S  A Y A R D  A R O U N D  W H I T T E N  L A K E .  A F T E R  E X A M I ­
N A T I O N  O F  T H I S  Y A R D ,  G A M E  O F F I C I A L S  P R O C E E D E D  T O  A S K  L Y L E
C h a m b e r l a i n  o f  t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  P a p e r  C o m p a n y  a b o u t  t h e
P O S S I B I L I T Y  O F  L E A V I N G  A 1 2 - A C R E  S T R I P  A R O U N D  T H E  E D G E  O F  
T H E  L A K E ,  HE  S A I D  O K  A N D  I N V I T E D  T H E M  T O  A C C O M P A N Y  T H E  
M A R K I N G  C R E W .  N O T H I N G  B E T T E R  T H A N  T H I S  C A N  B E  E X P E C T E D  I N  
T H E  W A Y  O F  C O O P E R A T I O N .
S ID  HOWE PASSES ALONG WORD THAT HE HAS TAKEN PROFESSOR 
QUICK9S CLASS IN GAME MANAGEMENT AT THE UN IVERSITY OUT 
ON A F IELD  TR IP  TO COMPLETED MARSHES AND S ITES ON WHICH 
FUTURE MARSHES W ILL BE B U IL T . HE ALSO F ILLE D  THEM IN 
ON THE PRINCIPLES OF MARSH DESIGN AND CONSTRUCTION.
S ID  ALSO TELLS THAT DURING RECENT AER IAL SURVEYS OF 
DEER YARDS HE FOUND THEM CONCENTRATED IN THE SAME POR­
TIONS OF YARDS AS WERE USED IN PAST YEARS. TH IS  
PATTERN IS CHARACTERISTIC OF DEER A C T IV IT Y , BUT OCCAS­
IONALLY WE FIND DEER CHANGING THEIR  HABITS SO THAT THEY 
W ILL USE A DIFFERENT PORTION OF A YARD OR MOVE TO A NEW 
YARDING AREA.
m
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ENGINEERING D IV IS IO N
On Ap r i l  b i d s  were opened i n the Co u n c i l  Chamber
FOR THE CONSTRUCTION OF THE ENFIELD HATCHERY. ONLY TWO 
WERE RECEIVED, THE LOWEST BEING SUBMITTED BY NORMAN E.
Ja c ks on , I n c . ,  of P i t t s f i e l d . On the same day the Co u n c i l
APPROVED THE AWARD OF A CONTRACT TO JACKSON FOR PROPOSAL 
NO. 2 IN THE AMOUNT OF $ 3 5 3 , 6 2 5 . 1 5 .  THIS PROPOSAL COVERS 
THE COMPLETE INSTALLATION DESCRIBED IN THE PREVIOUS ISSUE
of the Bu l l e t i n .
Con s tr uc t io n  i s  expected  to start  at once . John L.  
Ketner of the En g i n e e r i n g  Department  w i l l  be r e s i d e n t  e n g i n ­
e e r , AND HE WILL BE ASSISTED DURING THE SUMMER MONTHS BY
Jon Wh i t t e n , an e n g i n e e r i n g  student  at the Un i v e r s i t y  of 
M A i n e .
Clayton  Grant i s  s t i l l  a s s i s t i n g  the Game D i v i s i o n  in
THEIR MARSH DAM PROGRAM, AND HAS WORKED ON DESIGNS FOR
Etna Marsh Dam i n  Et n a , Verney Marsh Dam i n  Sh e e p s c o t ,
Gray Marsh Dam i n  Gr a y , Reed Marsh Dam i n  Wi nslows Mi l l s , 
and Wi nslow Hyden Dam i n  Sh e ep s c o t . For the  next  couple  
of weeks Grant w i l l  be w i t h  Ketner  at En f i e l d  a s s i s t i n g
IN LAYING OUT THE PROJECT.
The D i v i s i o n ’ s s e c r e t a r y , Mary Ro t h , formerly M i ss  
Mi t c h e l l , is  l e a v i n g  May 9 i n  order to l i v e  near her hus ­
band who i s  now employed  at Pownal .
Ray L e m e l i n  has a crew at Saco Fa l l s  on the Pl ea sa nt  
R i v e r  i n  Co l u m b i a  b l a s t i n g  ledge  for a f i s h  p a s s . I t is
HOPED THAT THIS FISH PASS CAN BE COMPLETED IN TIME TO PASS 
ALEWIVES THIS SPRING.
*
AROOSTOOK
PISCATAQUIS'
FRANKLIN
WASHINGTON
OXFORD HANCOCK
/  ANDROS 
SCOGGIN
LINCOLN
CUMBERLAND
WARDEN DIVISIONS
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MAKING THE ROUNDS WITH THE WARDENS
D i v i s i o n  A M a y n a r d  M a r s h ,  S u p e r v i s o r
S a l m o n  f i s h i n g  a t  S e b a g o  L a k e  i m p r o v e d  s t e a d i l y  t h r o u g h o u t
T H E  M O N T H  O F  A P R I L .  NO L A R G E  F I S H  W E R E  C H E C K E D  T H E  F I R S T  TWO  
W E E K S  O F  O P E N  F I S H I N G  B U T  S E V E R A L  W E R E  C A U G H T  F R O M  L E G A L  S I Z E  
T O  TWO P O U N D S .  S U P E R V I S O R  M A R S H  R E P O R T E D  T H A T ,  I N  G E N E R A L ,  S A L M O N  
F I S H I N G  H A S  B E E N  B E T T E R  T H A N  A Y E A R  A G O .
D i v i s i o n  S R o y  G r a y ,  S u p e r v i s o r
DOG T R O U B L E  C O N T I N U E D  I N  S U P E R V I S O R  R O Y  G R A Y 9 S D I V I S I O N  
T H R O U G H O U T  M O S T  O F  T H E  M O N T H .  T H E  L I T C H F I E L D  A R E A  WAS  T H E  
B I G G E S T  H E A D A C H E  A S  T H E  W A R D E N S  W E R E  N O T  A B L E  T O  D E T E R M I N E  HOW 
M A N Y  D O G S  W E R E  C A U S I N G  T H E  T R O U B L E .  G E R M A N  S H E P H E R D S  A N D  
M O N G R E L S  W E R E  T H E  B R E E D S  T H A T  S E E M E D  T O  P L A G U E  T H E  D E E R  T H E  M O S T .
S t r e a m s  w e r e  h i g h  i n  D i v i s i o n  B b u t  t h e  w a r d e n s  m a n a g e d  t o  
s t o c k  f i s h .  S o m e  t r o u t  w e r e  t a k e n  f r o m  t h e  b r o o k s  b y  f i s h e r m e n  
f o l l o w i n g  t h e  p l a n t i n g  t r u c k s .
G e e s e  a n d  d u c k s  m o v e d  i n t o  M e r r y m e e t i n g  B a y  i n  f u l l  f o r c e  
d u r i n g  t h e  m o n t h .  On A p r i l  5, G r a y  e s t i m a t e d  t h a t  t h e r e  w e r e  
o v e r  1 0 , 0 0 0  b i r d s  i n  t h e  a r e a .  H u n d r e d s  o f  p e o p l e  w a t c h e d  t h e
W A T E R F O W L  A L O N G  T H E  E A S T E R N  R l V E R  F R O M  B A T H  T O  R I C H M O N D .  A S  
M I G R A T I O N  P R O G R E S S E D  T H E  W A R D E N  S U P E R V I S O R  R E P O R T E D  T H A T  I N  H I S  
O P I N I O N  T H E  B L A C K  D U C K  P O P U L A T I O N  WAS  V E R Y  G O O D  B U T  T H E  G E E S E  
W E R E  S M A L L E R  I N  N U M B E R  T H I S  Y E A R  A S  C O M P A R E D  W I T H  L A S T  Y E A R *
A  F r e e p o r t  r e s i d e n t  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  h e  w a t c h e d  a  s e a l  c a t c h
A N D  K I L L  A W H I S T L E R  D U C K .  T H E  M A N  S A I D  T H A T  HE  S A W  T H E  S E A L  
C O M E  U P  I N  A G R O U P  O F  D U C K S  A N D  T H E N  D I V E  A N D  K E E P  T H I S  U P  
U N T I L  HE F I N A L L Y  C A U G H T  O N E  O F  T H E  D U C K S .
Wa r d e n s  a r e  c h e c k i n g  a  f e w  f i s h  c a u g h t  i n  t h e  e a r l y  d a y s  o f  
t h e  s e a s o n .  Wa l t e r  H a r r i s  h a d  a  f e w  g o o d  t r o u t  t a k e n  f r o m  t h e  
S u m m e r  H a v e n  P o n d s .  W i n f i e l d  G o r d o n  s a i d  a  f e w  t r o u t  w e r e  t a k e n
F R O M  T H E  W A L D O B O R O  C O A S T A L  R E G I O N  P O N D S .  W A L T E R  B l S S E T  R E P O R T S  
F I S H E R M E N  T A K I N G  A F E W  S A L M O N  A T  M E G U N T I C O O K  L A K E .
N e a r  t h e  e n d  o f  A p r i l  f i s h i n g  p i c k e d  u p  a s  t h e  s t r e a m s
C L E A R E D  U P  A N D  D R O P P E D  S O M E .  G O O D  F I S H I N G  WA S  R E P O R T E D  I N  T H E  
F O L L O W I N G  P L A C E S * .  G O O D  W H I T E  P E R C H  F I S H I N G  I N  T H E  I S L A N D  P A R K
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and F i v e  Br id g e s  s e c t io n s  of Cobbossee  La k e , good trout f i s h i n g  
from Adams Pond at Boothbay  and Nequasset  Stream in  Wo o l w ic h ,
SEVERAL LARGE BROWN TROUT TAKEN FROM LAKE AUBURN WITH SALMON 
BEGINNING TO SHOW IN FAIR NUMBERS.
Di v i s i o n  C Arthur Rogers , Su p e r v i s or
F i s h i n g  a c t i v i t y  has been slow i n  D i v i s i o n  C w i t h  many
LAKES ICE BOUND THE FIRST OF THE MONTH. WARDEN BASIL CLOSSON
of Wi nte rp ort  checked 36 f i s h e rm e n  w i t h  no f i s h  i n  the f i r s t
WEEK OF FISHING.
Pl a n t i n g  a c t i v i t i e s  are goi ng  on i n  D i v i s i o n  C. Warden  
L eon G i l p a t r i c k  planted  some f i s h  dur i ng  Ap r i l  wi th  the cooper ­
a t i o n  of the Waldo County Co n s e r v a t i o n  Cl u b . Warden Mi l t o n  
Sc r i b n e r  of Un i t y  helped  plant  some n i c e  trout from the Palermo 
Fe e d i n g  St a t i o n .
d i v i s i o n  D Wendell  Brown, Su p er v is or
Wardens noted i n c r e a s i n g  a c t i v i t y  i n  D i v i s i o n  D at the
B E G I N N I N G  O F  A P R I L .  W A R D E N  D O W N S  H A S  H A D  R E P O R T S  O F  M A N Y  P H E A ­
S A N T  I N  T H E  C O R  I N T H - B R A D F O R D  A R E A .  W A R D E N  R E E V E S  T A L K E D  W I T H  
TWO H U N T E R S  F R O M  D E X T E R  WHO H A V E  B A G G E D  O V E R  1 0 0  R A B B I T S  D U R I N G
T H E  P A S T  W I N T E R .  D O WN S  H A D  O N E  4 0 - P O U N D  B O B C A T  T A K E N  I N  T H E
Bradford area by Harold St r o u t . Strout had been a ft er  the
A N I M A L  F O R  F O U R  Y E A R S .  O N E  C I T I Z E N  T O L D  S U P E R V I S O R  B R O W N  H E  
C O U N T E D  35 D E E R  I N  T H E  R O A D  A N D  F I E L D S  I N  B O W E R B A N K  ON E A S T E R
Sun da y . The largest  count l a s t  year was 44 .
A CREEL CHECK ON SCHOODIC LAKE FOR THE WINTER BY WARDEN
Tukey showed only three  s a lm on . No d e f i n i t e  count was taken  of
T O G U E  C A U G H T ,  B U T  A S I X  P O U N D E R  WA S  B E L I E V E D  T O  B E  T H E  L A R G E S T
C A U G H T  O F  T H A T  S P E C I E S .  M O S T  T O G U E  A V E R A G E D  A B O U T  Z \  P O U N D S .
D o g  T R O U B L E  WA S  T E R R I F I C  D U R I N G  T H E  F I R S T  T H R E E  W E E K S  O F
Ap r i l  according  to Su p e r v i s o r  Brown, but the s i t u a t i o n  was
F I N A L L Y  B R O U G H T  U N D E R  C O N T R O L .  E L E V E N  D E A D  D E E R  W E R E  R E P O R T E D
to Brown : 7 by dogs , 2 by c a r , and 2 by drowni ng .
Warden McAl l i s t e r  checked  three  salmon taken  from Sebec 
Lake w e i g h i n g  3 z>, 2-g and 2 pounds . These were the f i r s t  f i s h
T A K E N  F R O M  T H A T  L A K E  T H I S  S E A S O N .
d i v i s i o n  l Raymond Mo r s e , Su p e r v i s or
i ce was slow i n l e a v i n g  ponds and la ke s  i n Su p e r v i s o r  
Mo r s e , s D i v i s i o n . On Ap r i l  13,  1957, a l l  b o d i e s  of water south  
of the A i r  L i ne  Ro a d , Route 9 ,  were clear  of i c e . Th i s  year  
on that  date  not one was c l e a r . The brooks are e x c e p t i o n a l l y  
h i gh  and c o l d . On Ap r i l  19, Warden Edwin  Wuori  of Amherst  
CHECKED 42 BROOK FISHERMEN, ALL WITHOUT ANY TROUT.
- 1 3 -
Hancock Po n d , Bu c k s p o r t , was the hot spot for good f i s h ­
ing in  Mo r s e ’ s area the b e g in n in g  of the month . There was
ABOUT AN ACRE OF OPEN WATER AT THE MOUTH OF THE BROOK COMING 
INTO THE POND ON APRIL 1. FISHERMEN TOOK L IM IT  CATCHES OF 
TROUT UP TO 1A INCHES IN LENGTH. BY APRIL 19,  WORD OF THE GOOD 
FISHING ON THIS RECLAIMED POND HAD SPREAD AND WARDEN HOMER 
Edgecomb CHECKED 52 FISHERMEN IN ONE DAY.
Green Lake cleared  on Ap r i l  19 and about  35 salmon were
TAKEN THAT DAY. ABOUT ALL OF THESE FISH WERE LANDED OFF THE
"S and Ba r48 at the mouth of Great Brook . Warden Robert  Hogan
REPORTS THAT THE SALMON ARE RUNNING LARGER THAN LAST YEAR.
The la s t  week in  Ap r i l , Green Lake was producing  some
LARGE FISH. Ra Y MARTIN OF OLD TOWN LANDED A 5 POUND 1 OUNCE 
SALMON WHICH IS THE LARGEST HOGAN HAS CHECKED SO FAR. AT
Beech H i l l  La k e , Ot i s , Robert Ro b i n s o n , Bangor , landed  a 5^  
pound sa lm on . At Branch La k e , Ell s wo rt h , Harry Ho n e y , Bangor ,
LANDED A 5f POUND BROWN TROUT AND A A' i  POUND TOGUE.
The Frenchmans Bay F ish  and Game As s o c i a t i o n  held  a 
successful  f i s h i n g  derby on Tunk Lake Ap r i l  27 .  About 350
FISHERMEN WERE PRESENT WITH NO ACCIDENTS AND ABOUT 30 FISH
ca ug ht . Ray Da i l y , Bangor , took a 13 pound togue for f i r s t  
p r i z e ; Bob Carney of Bangor landed  a 5 l b . 10 oz .  f i s h  for 
second p r i z e . Almond West of Sorrento took a two pound brook
TROUT FOR FIRST PRIZE IN THE TROUT DIVISION AND THIS WAS THE 
ONLY TROUT LANDED. IN THE SALMON CLASS TWO MEN TIED FOR BOTH 
FIRST AND SECOND PRIZES. VINCENT CARTER, HANCOCK, AND FRED
Ru s s e l l , Bangor , each landed  a one pound two ounce salmon  
FOR FIRST PRIZE. CHESTER STEVENS, HANCOCK, AND JOHN HAMILTON, 
El l s w or t h , both landed  a one pound one ounce salmon for second 
p r i z e . Percy Po t v i n  of Wjnterport  bought the lucky  t i c k e t  for 
the gate p r i z e , a 5 -J- H. P0 Johnson motor .
D i v i s i o n  F Lloyd  Cl a r k . Su p e r v i s or
What had looked l i k e  an early  s p r in g  at f i r s t  began to 
t a k e  on a backward t in g e  as Ap r i l  began in  D i v i s i o n  F. Muskrat
T R A P P I N G  AND A F E W  FISHERMEN PROVIDED ABOUT THE ONLY ACTIVITY.
(Wash in g t o n  and York Co u n t ie s  have  a s p e c ia l  muskrat  season  from 
March 20 to Ap r i l  2 0 . )
A BIG CATCH OF MUSKRATS WAS TAKEN FROM THE LOWER END OF
the St . Cr o ix  R i v e r . E ight  school boys i n  that  area have  
P U R C H A S E D  T R A P P I N G  L I C E N S E S .  T H E  B E S T  P E L T S  W E N T  FOR $ 1 . 1 0  
C O M P A R E D  TO $ . 7 5  F O R  T H E  B E S T  F A L L  S K I N S .  T H E  N O R T H E R N  A R E A S
of Wash in gt on  County d i d n ’ t open up in  t i m e  to g i v e  good
TRAPP I NG.
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On ope n i ng  day a few trout were taken  at Tomah dam . At 
Vanceboro trout were taken from the St . Cr o i x  R i v e r . Warden 
Noble  reported  these  to be f i s h  stocked  by the Ca n a d i a n  
GOVERNMENT.
F i shermen  m i s s e d  the usual  f a l l  s to c k i n g  of trout at the  
Moosehorn re fu g e . Or d i n a r i l y  they  would be h a v i ng  good f i s h i n g  
i n  the o pe n i ng  weeks of the s e a s o n . No trout have been taken  
from the area so f a r . The f i r s t  salmon of the season from 
Nashes Lake was a plump three  pounder taken  by Carl Peterson of 
Mi l ltown  on Ap r i l  2 1 .
The b i g  smelt  run at the St . Cr o i x  was i n full  swing  by the  
m i d d l e  of Ap r i l . The popular  method i s  j i g g i n g  wi t h  a bamboo
POLE AND GANG HOOKS. OCCASIONALLY A LARGE BLACK SALMON IS 
HOOKED AND THAT PROVIDES REAL ACTION.
The FIRST LOG DRIVE ON OLDSTREAM IN 30 YEARS WAS CARRIED 
out i n Ap r i l  according  to Warden Fe e n e y .
D i v i s i o n  G Da v i d  Pr i e s t , Su p e r v i s o r
The f i s h i n g  season opened i n  D i v i s i o n  G w i t h  no ponds free  
of i c e . A few brooks had open water i n  p l a c e s . There were about  
50 f i s h e r me n  at the B ig Eddy and on the Sourdnahunk Deadwater of 
the West Branch of the Penobscot . About s i x  f i s h , mostly  s a lm o n ,
WERE TAKEN ON OPENING DAY.
Smelt  runs were good i n  Su p e r v i s o r  Pr i e s t ’ s a r e a . He
COMMENTED THAT AS MANY SMELTERS SEEMED TO BE OUT AS IN OTHER 
YEARS BUT THE LIQUOR WASN’ T FLOWING AS FREELY— COULD BE A SIGN 
OF RECESSION PRIEST THINKS! WARDEN HASSON CHECKED 760 QUARTS 
OF SMELTS IN ONE WEEK.
Near the m i d d l e  of Ap r i l  Warden Cram reported l i m i t
CATCHES OF TROUT BEING TAKEN FROM SWIFT BROOK IN STACYVILLE.
Smelts  are s t a r t i n g  to run at Eastern  Grand Lake and Am b e j e j i s  
La k e . Cold Stream Pond i n  En f i e l d  cleared  of i ce  f i v e  days
EARLIER THAN IT DID LAST YEAR.
D i v i s i o n  H Wi l f r e d  At k i n s . Su p e r v i s o r
The f i s h i n g  season opened i n  D i v i s i o n  H wi th  brooks and 
streams  i n  or ga n iz ed  townships  free of i ce  and w i t h  low water
LEVELS. A NUMBER OF L IMIT CATCHES OF TROUT WERE TAKEN IN THE
Easton  and We s t f i e l d  s e c t i o n s , mostly  from waters of the Pr e s t i l e  
Stream and R i v e r  De Ch u t e . One l i m i t  catch was taken  by fly
FISHING IN A PORTION OF OPEN WATER FROM A POND LOCATED IN THE 
BUILT-UP SECTION OF EASTON.
F i s h i n g  success  slowed up somewhat l a t e r  i n the month as
THE WATER LEVELS BEGAN TO RISE. A|R FORCE PERSONNEL ARE 
RESPONSIBLE FOR ABOUT 75^ OF THE FISHING PRESSURE IN SUPERVISOR
At k i n s ’ D i v i s i o n  at t h i s  t i m e  of y e a r .
- 1 5 -
Otter  MADE THE NEWS IN DIVISION H LAST MONTH. MlLTON HALL,  
OPERATOR OF THE BRADFORD CAMPS AT MUNSUNGAN LAKE WAS A VERY 
SURPRISED FISHERMAN. WHILE USING LIVE BAIT FISHING FOR TOGUE 
THROUGH THE ICE ON MUNSUNGAN LAKE, HE HOOKED ON TO WHAT HE 
THOUGHT WAS A HEAVY FISH. AFTER STRUGGLING AND USING HIS VERY 
BEST ICE FISHING SKILL ,  WHAT SHOULD PRESENT ITSELF BUT A MEDIUM 
SIZED OTTER, HOOKED UNDER THE CHIN. IN AN EFFORT TO RELEASE 
THE ANIMAL IT WAS FINALLY KILLED AND THE INCIDENT REPORTED TO
Warden At k i n s  at Po r t a g e .
On Ap r i l  1 0 ,  an otter  was found i n  the hen pen of Ernest  
Chasse of Ashland  and he k i l l e d  i t  w i t h  a s t i c k  of wood. The 
OTTER HAD ALREADY KILLED 2 0  CHICKENS.
Qu i t e  a number of pheasant  wi nt ered  over i n  the Ea s t o n , 
We s t f i e l d  and South Presque I sle  a r e a . At one farm i n  Easton
THEY STAYED IN THE BARN EXCEPT WHEN THE DOG WAS PUT OUT. IN
ANOTHER PLACE AT THE HEAD CF A BROOK AND EDGE OF A CEDAR SWAMP 
ANOTHER BUNCH WINTERED. LOCAL RESIDENTS PUT OUT FOOD FOR THESE 
BIRDS.
A GREAT DEAL OF INTEREST WAS SHOWN IN THE ICE-OUT CONTEST
at Portage La k e . S igns  at the b e g i n n i n g  of Ap r i l  p o i n t e d  to a
CLEAR LAKE AROUND THE FIRST OF MAY.
A PLANE FROM GREENVILLE LANDED ON THE ICE OF PORTAGE LAKE
Ap r i l  5* When i t  slowed down on the turn i t  went through the
TOP CRUST.
D i v i s i o n  I Cu r t i s  Cooper , Su p e r v i s cr
On Ap r i l  1 only one f i s h  was taken  at Long Lake Thoroughfare , 
No f i s h  was taken i n  the  Cross Lake Thoroughfare . On Su n d a y ,
Ap r i l  2 0 , f i s h i n g  p i c k e d  up on the  c h a i n  of l a k e s . The open i ng
IN THE ICE AT THE MOUTH OF CROSS LAKE PROVIDED FAIR FISHING.
Reports are that  8 or 1 0  salmon were t a k e n .
The S t . John R i v e r  was not free of i ce  u n t i l  the t h i r d  
week i n  Ap r i l . That week there  was a f a i r l y  heavy  run off  
which  s e tt l ed  on Ap r i l  2 0 . Water  was not too h i g h  shortly
AFTER THE RUN OFF. THE LAST WEEK IN APRJL THE RIVER OVERFLOWED 
THE BANKS. THIS IS THE FIRST SPRING THAT SUPERVISOR COOPER 
HA® KNOWN WATER TO GET IN THE BASEMENT AT THE P|LOT*S RESIDENCE
i n Eagle  La k e . Warden Maynard Pe l l e t i e r  and Cooper pumped
WATER FOR OVER TWO HOURS SATURDAY AFTERNOON.
All  wardens i n  D i v i s i o n  I are re port i ng  s i g n s  of bobcats  
as b e i n g  numerous , but  no reports of any deer k i l l e d  by them 
were r e c e i v e d . Al l  cats  c e r t i f i e d  for bounty have been very  
t h i n .
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Warden L eonard Pe l l e t i e r  observed  where an otter  had been 
EATING ALDER LIMBS NEAR YOUNG BROOK ON THE ST. JOHN RlVER DURING 
March . He ca ll e d  i t  to the a t t e n t i o n  of a t r a p p e r , who c l a i m e d
HE HAD NEVER HEARD OF OTTER EATING ALDER TWIGS. OTTER HAVE 
BECOME VERY NUMEROUS IN THIS D IV IS ION.  SEVERAL TRAPPERS HAVE 
HAD BEAVER DESTROYED BY THEM WHILE IN THE TRAPS THE PAST SEASON.
Wardens Dumond , H i l l , and Noyes report a very good maple
SYRUP RUN THIS SPRING ALONG THE MAINE-QUEBEC BORDER. MOST SUGAR 
MAKERS REPORT THAT THIS WILL BE ONE OF THEIR BEST SEASONS.
Warden John L eathers  reports  s e e i n g  two p a i r  of black  duck
AND THREE PAIRS OF BUFFLEHEADS ALONG THE St . FRANCIS RlVER ON
Ap r i l  3.  The three  border wardens saw there  snow g e e s e , two
KILLDEER AND ONE WOODCHUCK APRIL 5 ALONG THE L lTTLE SOUTHWEST
Branch of the  St . John R i ver  w h i l e  on p a t r o l .
A YEARLING MOOSE WAS RUN AHEAD OF A CAR A DISTANCE OF FOUR 
MILES ON THE CLAYTON LAKE ROAD RECENTLY. THE ANIMAL WAS SO 
BADLY INJURED IT HAD TO BE KILLED.  THIS SEEMS TO BE GREAT 
FUN FOR SOME PEOPLE AS IT IS QUITE COMMON IN THIS AREA. HOWEVER,
Wardens No y e s , H i l l , and Dumond , who were not too far b e h i n d ,
WERE SUCCESSFUL IN GETTING ENOUGH EVIDENCE TO LEARN THE IDENTITY 
OF THE DRIVER OF THE VEHICLE.
The heavy  winds  of Ap r i l  25 cleared  the i ce  from a ll  the  
F i sh R i v er  c h a i n  of lakes  i n t h i s  d i v i s i o n . The f i s h i n g  has 
been very good at Long Lake the past  week . Gregoi re  Ou e l l e t t e  
of S i n c l a i r  boated the largest  o n e , a 1 3 / 4  pound s al mon . Henry 
Chasse  of St . Agatha got a 5-J pound t r o u t ; Edmond Dumont of 
S i n c l a i r  a 3 3 / 4  pound square t a i l .
On Ap r i l  26 Su p e r v i s o r  Cooper was n o t i f i e d  that  an A i r  
Force Sg t . had gone f i s h i n g  Fr i d a y  morning  accompan i ed  by h i s  
s ev e n - y e ar - old son and had not r e t u rn e d . Wardens Al l en  and 
Leathers  patrolled  twelve  m i l e s  on Long Lake that  a ll  others
HAD SHIED AWAY FROM DUE TO GALE WINDS. THE MAN, TECH. SGT.
Do o l e y , and son were found on the east  shore of Long Lake
WHERE THEY HAD BEEN SINCE 10 A.M. THE DAY BEFORE. THEY WERE 
VERY COMFORTABLE AND HAD BUILT A SHELTER. THEY WERE NOT 
PLANNING TO LEAVE THE AREA UNTIL THE WIND DROPPED. THEY WOULD 
NOT EVEN GET ABOARD A 20-FOOT CRUISER UNTIL WARDEN ALLEN AND
Leathers  s a i d  they  would be OK, Then the Sg t . s a i d , " I t ' s
OK IF YOU LET US FOLLOW YOU.M
D i v i s i o n  J Wa l l a c e  Barron ._ Su perv i s o r
The f i s h i n g  season opened w i t h  a bang i n  the Kennebec  
R i ver  at B i ngha m . One unusual  n ote— short salmon were h i t t i n g  
fast  t h e r e . They us ua ll y  do n ’ t start  u n t i l  the water warms u p . 
F i s h i n g  was not so fast  at the Forks but a few salmon and trout  
were t a k e n . Most of the f i s h  taken  i n  both places  were taken
ON DEEP FISHED WORMS AND SPINNERS.
- 1 7 -
Warden Ga u v i n  checked an i ce  f i s h i n g  party at Ch a r r e t t e 9s 
camp at Brassua Lake who c o mp la ine d  they c o u ld n * t keep  a b a i t  
on the l i n e s  as the otter  would take  them o f f . They stated
THEY HOOKED ONE AND GOT HIM UP INTO THE HOLE BEFORE HE GOT AWAY e
Warden Howe reports  that  w i n t er  i ce  storms have l e f t  that  
port i on  of the Ap p a l a c h i a n  Tr a i l  through TA R 1 1 and TA R12 i n  
very poor shape  w i th  many broken trees  i n the t r a i l .
Wardens Perry and Hu t ch i n g s  saw a p a i r  of black  duck at 
Baker  Lake i n  upper  Somerset County on Ap r i l  6 .  Two to four
FEET OF SNOW WERE ON THE GROUND AT THAT TIME.
H igh water helped  break up the i ce  by p us h i ng  i t  away from
THE SHORE SO THE WINDS COULD GET AT IT .  WYMAN LAKE AND SOME 
SMALLER PONDS IN THE DIVISION WERE OPEN BY APRIL 27.  ON APRIL 26 
THERE WAS OVER NINE SQUARE MILES OF OPEN WATER ON MOOSEHEAD
Lake at Rockwood across to K i n e o .
D i v i s i o n  K John Shaw , Su p er v is or
Warden Gray Mor r i so n  of K i n g f i e l d  reports  that  deer which  
he observed i n a yard located  i n Fl a g s t a f f  Townsh i p  near Fl a g ­
s t a f f  Lake were w i n t e r i n g  well i n s p i t e  of n i n e  feet  of snow.
The warden measured i t  at v ar i ou s  places  i n  the  yard near the  
f i r s t  of Ap r i l . There were 28  deer i n  the y a r d , some l y i n g  
down i n the s u n , w i t h  no s i g n  of pre da tors .
Warden Ray El l i s  of Ph i l l i p s  reports that  trout fry that  
were stocked  l as t  s p r i n g  at Toothacre  Pond have a p pa re nt ly
GROWN TO NINE INCHES IN LENGTH. QUITE A FEW SIX TO NINE INCH 
TROUT ARE BEING TAKEN AND SEVERAL ONE POUND TROUT. ONE PLACE 
AS LARGE AS THE PALM OF A HAND WAS MELTED AWAY NEAR AN OLD LOG 
AND FIVE TROUT WERE BROUGHT UP THROUGH THERE IN AN HOUR. THIS 
POND WAS RECLAIMED TWO YEARS AGO THIS SUMMER.
The f i r s t  smelt  run i n  the  Rangeley  area  started  Ap r i l  13 
as Warden Neal Edwards checked s i x  smelters  return i ng  from 
Upper Dam Pool w i t h  t h e i r  24 quarts of s m e l t s , a ll  large  o n e s .
I t i s  a f i v e  m i l e  walk to Upper Dam Pool whi ch  i s  the outlet  
of Mco se lo ok me gu n t ic La k e .
Warden Neal Edwards i s  r e s i g n i n g  and i s  going  to return to 
h i s  former p o s i t i o n  w i th  the  Rumford L i ght  and Power Company . 
Ma r t i n  Savage of Temple replaced  Edwards on Ap r i l  27 i n  the  
Oquossoc d i s t r i c t .
Warden Gray Mor r i so n  of K i n g f i e l d  saw 20 young snow geese  
at K i n g f i e l d  i n  a f i e l d  which  had been seeded  to o a t s . They 
stayed  there  three  days r e s t i n g  and f e e d i n g . The b i r d s  d i d  not 
seem to be a f r a i d  of people  as many photos were taken  by on­
lookers 50 FEET AWAY.
D i v i s i o n  L Wayne L i n d s a y , Su p e r v i s o
F i s h i n g  has been good around Me x i c o , Warden Adams reports  
M i c h ae l  Ol s o n , Rumford , caught a 1 4 - i nch  ra i nbow  from Sw i f t  
R i v er  on op en i ng  m o r n i n g . A few have been taken  s i n c e . K i ds
HAVE CAUGHT A FEW TROUT FROM ABBOTT BROOK, MEXICO— THE LARGEST 
ABOUT 12 INCHES. WARDEN JORDAN REPORTS RALPH MARCEAU, LIVERMORE 
Fa l l s  caught a 2\ pound brown trout at Long Po n d , L i v e r m o r e . 
Jordan i s  a n t i c i p a t i n g  good brown trout f i s h i n g  at Long and 
Round Po n d s , t h i s  s p r i n g . Warden Speed reports f i s h i n g  i s  slow
IN HIS DISTRICT.
Thompson and Norway Lakes  cleared  of i ce  Ap r i l  19, two days 
LATER THAN IN 1957* KEZAR LAKE, LOVELL, CLEARED APRIL 20,  ONE 
DAY LATER THAN LAST YEAR. SOME SALMON ARE BEING TAKEN AT THESE 
LAKES BUT ACTION IS SLOW TO DATE.
Warden Lord reports Cus hma n , i n  Lo v e l l , a r e c l a i m e d  pond
WHILE ONLY PARTIALLY FREE OF ICE, IS PRODUCING L IM IT  CATCHES OF 
TROUT. THE SMELT RUN STARTED IN MEADOW BROOK, STONEHAM, AND
Boulder  Brook i n  Lovell  Ap r i l  19.  The Ple as a nt  Po n d , Casco and 
Ke o k a , Waterford  run started  Ap r i l  2 0 . So far there  have been
ABOUT AS MANY SMELTERS AS SMELTS AND NO L IM IT  CATCHES HAVE BEEN 
CHECKED.
■K- •3* ■3S- Of.
NEW WARDEN
MARTIN  SAVAGE HAS BEEN NAMED WARDEN IN THE OQUOSSOC 
D I S T R I C T  REPLACING NEAL EDWARDS WHO RESIGNED RECENTLY.  
SAVAGE STARTED H I S  D U T IE S  A P R I L  2 7 .
THE NEW WARDEN IS A NATIVE OF TEMPLE AND FORMERLY WAS 
MANAGER OF A STORE IN FARMINGTON. HE SERVED FOR FOUR 
YEARS IN THE MEDICAL CORPS OF THE ARTILLERY FROM 1 9 4 ? -  
19 5 1 . SAVAGE HAS WORKED AS A TEMPORARY WARDEN.
HE IS  MARRIED AND HAS ONE C H I L D .
n r -2r -Sr -5C- -5!r
A S S T .  C H I E F  WARDEN ON S IC K  L I S T
A S S T .  C H I E F  WARDEN CHARLES HEAD HAS RETURNED HOME 
AFTER SURGERY IN A BOSTON H O S P IT A L .  C H A R L IE  W IL L  BE 
CO NFIN ED TO H I S  HOME FOR SOME T I M E .
1THE HATCHERIES
The s to ck in g  program of the Hatchery  D i v i s  ion i s  three  
TO four weeks b e h i n d  the normal schedule  due to the compara ­
t i v e l y  LATE SPRING AND BAD WEATHER, ALL STOCKING EFFORTS 
HAVE BEEN CONFINED GENERALLY TO THE SOUTHEASTERN PART OF
Ma i n e  and coastal  a r e a s .
Gerry Wa d e , Su p e r i n t e n d e n t  of Ha t c h e r i e s , hopes that  in
THE IMMEDIATE FUTURE MORE NORTHERLY SECTIONS CAN BE STOCKED 
AS SCHEDULED. THIS SHOULD TAKE PLACE AS SOON AS BACK ROADS 
DRY ENOUGH TO PERMIT THE HEAVY TANK TRUCKS TO TRAVEL OVER 
THEM.
ALL EGGS, BOTH SALMON AND TROUT ARE HATCHED AND WITH 
VERY FEW EXCEPTIONS ARE FEEDING.
Lawrence Hamm , reported  i l l  i n  l a st  month®s Bu l l e t i n , i s
STILL ON THE SICK L IST .  SPERRY CAMERON HAS RETURNED TO WORK
at Embden . R i chard  Morton has reported back to h i s  u n i t
FOLLOWING SURGERY.
Recent f i g u re s  released  by As s t . Hatchery  Su p e r i n t e n d e n t  
L i nscott  g i v e  data  on the number and pounds OF f i s h  reared
in EACH STATION LAST YEAR. LlNSCOTT FEELS THAT THESE FIGURES 
SHOULD START SOME THINKING BY PERSONNEL ON THE EFFICIENCY OF 
SOME UNITS. The DATA DEPICT WHICH HATCHERIES AND FEEDING 
STATIONS ARE OPERATING ON A SOUND BUSINESS BASIS AND THOSE 
WHICH ARE NOT.
HOW FAST DO F I S H  SWIM?
The SPEED OF FISH IS a CONTROVERSIAL SUBJECT. AS THE 
REEL SCREAMS OUT ITS LINE WITH THE CATCH STRUGGLING ON THE END, 
AN ANGLER MIGHT ESTIMATE THE SPEED OF HIS FISH TO BE MUCH 
GREATER THAN IT ACTUALLY IS.  On THE OTHER HAND, A SPORTSMAN 
OBSERVING A FISH LAZILY DRIFTING ALONG IN A POOL MAY GUESS 
H|S SUBJECT IS A VERY SLOW SWIMMER.
Al l  FISH SPEEDS SHOULD BE CONSIDERED IN COMPARISON WITH 
THE WORLD SPEED RECORD FOR A HUMAN SWIMMER, WHICH IS 4 .01
m . p . h . Another p o i n t  to co n s i de r  i s  the r e s i s t a n c e  of water
WHICH IS SOMETHING LIKE 700 TIMES THAT OF AIR.
The fa st est  f i s h  of a l l  i s the s a i l f i s h , a v a r i e t y  of
SWORDFISH, KNOWN TO HAVE REACHED A SPEED OF 70 M.P.H.
Among the s mal ler  s p e c i e s , the trout  follows the  salmon wi th
A MAXIMUM SPEED OF ABOUT 23 M.P.H.  AND THE SALMON HAS BEEN 
PROVED TO SWIM OVER 60 MILES PER DAY FOR MORE THAN TEN DAYS 
IN SUCCESSION, The USUAL DAILY MILEAGE FOR A SALMON IN THE 
SEAS HAD BEEN ESTIMATED AT NEARER 25 MILES PER DAY.
PENNSYLVANIA ANGLER, Fe b r u a r y , 195*3
